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&lt;p&gt;Brazil&#39;s Pele, a prolific goal scorer who died aged 82 on Thursday 

in Sao Paulo, won the World Cup an unprecedented three times as a player in 1958

, 1962 and 1970 and put the small town of Santos on the map before conquering th

e United States with the New York Cosmos.&lt;/p&gt;
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rld Cup in 1986 with perhaps the most influential performance ever at a major to
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&lt;p&gt;The argument about whose legacy was greater so divided the football wor

ld that when Maradona was voted the player of the 20th century in a FIFA interne

t poll, there was widespread outrage, with many griping that Pele&#39;s earlier 

career put him at a disadvantage with younger fans.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;FIFA held another poll voted on by its own &quot;football family,&quot;

 won by Pele, allowing the pair to share the glory.&lt;/p&gt;
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