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&lt;p&gt;After all, J&#252;rgen Klopp&#39;s side had endured a miserable 2024/23
season, failing to qualify for the Champions League and exiting the competition
at the round of 16 stage with a heavy 6-2 aggregate defeat to Real Madrid. Whil
e these are ostensibly individual awards, they are almost always viewed through
the prism of collective accomplishment, and so Liverpool&#39;s broader failures

were costly for some of its better players.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; The second is that, unlike other awards, this one is solely in the hand

s of the players, rather than journalists, pundits or pundits. According to FIFP
ro, nearly 22,000 men&#39;s players cast their votes for this year&#39;s team.&l

t;/p&at;
&lt;p&gt;Salah, meanwhile, netted 30 and set up 16 more in all competitions, and

clearly, based on Kane&#39;s involvement after a season in which Spurs finished
eighth, collective woes aren&#39;t an automatic disqualifier. Still, you wouldn
&#39;t feel too aggrieved if any of the other forwards claimed the last spot alo
ngside surefire inclusions Haaland and Messi. The real problem is that Salah was

n&#39;t nominated at all.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;The one player who doesn&#39;t have remotely as strong a case is Cristi

ano Ronaldo, who scored three goals in 16 appearances for Manchester United befo
re having his contract terminated when he furiously spoke out against the club.
He&#39;d already made his last appearance for the Red Devils when he traveled to
the World Cup, where he failed to score from open play and lost his place in th

e starting line-up for the knockout stages.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;His subsequent return of 14 goals in 19 games for Saudi Pro League side

Al-Nassr was impressive on paper but, as Twenty First Group analyst Aurel Nazmi
u noted at the time, that division sat somewhere between League One and League T
wo in quality. That has not substantially changed since and Ronaldo&#39;s inclus

ion is therefore baffling.&lt;/p&gt;
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