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&lt;p&gt;&lt;/p&gt;&lt;p&gt;The first thing to understand here is that, while it

&#39;s ostensibly a calendar year award, the best XI is in&#128183; practice det

ermined by the last complete season. That&#39;s why, for instance, Kevin De Bruy

ne has been nominated, despite hardly kicking&#128183; a ball since June because

 of injury.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;The second is that, unlike other awards, this one is solely in the hand

s&#128183; of the players, rather than journalists, pundits or pundits. Accordin

g to FIFPro, nearly 22,000 men&#39;s players cast their votes for&#128183; this 

year&#39;s team.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Salah, meanwhile, netted 30 and set up 16 more in all competitions, and

 clearly, based on Kane&#39;s involvement&#128183; after a season in which Spurs

 finished eighth, collective woes aren&#39;t an automatic disqualifier. Still, y

ou wouldn&#39;t feel too aggrieved&#128183; if any of the other forwards claimed

 the last spot alongside surefire inclusions Haaland and Messi. The real problem

 is&#128183; that Salah wasn&#39;t nominated at all.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;His subsequent return of 14 goals in 19 games for Saudi Pro League side

 Al-Nassr&#128183; was impressive on paper but, as Twenty First Group analyst Au

rel Nazmiu noted at the time, that division sat somewhere&#128183; between Leagu

e One and League Two in quality. That has not substantially changed since and Ro

naldo&#39;s inclusion is therefore baffling.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;On&#128183; that basis, it&#39;s egregious that Ronaldo features on the

 shortlist, and it&#39;s pretty clear that he&#39;s only there on the&#128183; b

asis of his pre-existing global reputation. Some would question how much all of 

this really matters compared to team success,&#128183; and whether Liverpool sup

porters should really care. J&#252;rgen Klopp and those that matter, after all, 

already know exactly what the&#128183; Egyptian offers.&lt;/p&gt;
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